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Rationale

Sustainability practices 
support the school’s wider 
goals by addressing our 
Strategic Direction 3 – 
Engagement and Wellbeing 
School Plan. 
This looks at providing a 
range of extra–curricular 
programs and activities to 
promote student 
engagement and wellbeing.



Sustainability 
Committee
The Sustainability Committee has 
been formed in Term 2 Week 4. Its 
objective is to review BNPS current 
sustainability practices and initiate 
activities that will help teachers, staff 
and students develop positive 
attitudes towards and suitable action 
for sustainability in relevant, 
meaningful, enjoyable and creative 
ways.

Given that young children will 
become the next generation of 
adults, it is vital that they are 
educated about sustainability issues 
so they can be critically aware of the 
problems and take positive action to 
help preserve their future in a rapidly 
changing world. 



Sustainability 
Committee

While evidence suggests that 
primary teachers are generally 
concerned about sustainability 
issues, an acknowledged lack of 
understanding of how to teach 
for sustainability and the 
perceived constraints 
emanating from current 
curriculum priorities commonly 
inhibit educating for 
sustainability from being 
developed in many classrooms.



Components

☺ Gardening

☺ Composting

☺ Waste Segregation 

(Waste Reduction)

☺ Energy Conservation



Gardening



• We are fortunate at 
Blacktown North 
Public School to have 
a large garden area. 
This year we have 18 
classes and each 
class has its own 
garden bed which is 
used to grow 
vegetables and 
herbs. In addition, 
we have larger raised 
garden beds, a 
sensory garden made 
from recycled tyres, 
numerous fruit 
trees/vines.​



• Each class has 
their own garden 
bed.​

• Each class visits 
the garden at least 
once a week.​

• Students can also 
visit the garden 
during the Garden 
Duty of Mrs. 
Bishop (Monday & 
Tuesday at recess / 
Friday at 
lunchbreak) and 
Mrs. Sudario 
(every Thursday at 
lunchbreak)​



Produce from the garden can be eaten by the students or 
sell to parents for a gold coin donation. Money earned can 
be used to buy more seeds​



• Produce from the 
garden can be 
eaten by the 
students or sell to 
parents for a gold 
coin donation. 
Money earned can 
be used to buy 
more seeds​



Produce from the garden can be eaten by the students or 
sell to parents for a gold coin donation. Money earned can 
be used to buy more seeds​



All classes prepare their garden beds in preparation for the 
Blacktown Spring Garden Competition in September.

2022

2016 – 1st Place Best Education Facility (Primary School)
2018 – 1st place Best Edible Garden School
2019 - 
2022 – 3rd place  Best Educational Facility



Composting
In the past, the composting 
system was maintained by 
one volunteer teacher who 
would send students each 
week to collect the food 
scraps from all the 
classrooms. Each class 
was asked to have their 
own compost bucket. 
However, this system takes 
the ownership of 
composting away from the 
majority of students and 
places it solely on one 
class.



Composting



Three things to love 
about composting

1. Diverts waste from landfill 
thus minimising greenhouse 
gas emissions.

2. Improves soil quality and so 
increasing our harvest.

3. Students gain knowledge 
about the composting process 
and how food is grown.



Background Info

This is the 
composting 
bucket that 
1/2S 
successfully 
utilised in 2020. 
This was done 
as a feasibility 
study before 
introducing the 
idea to the 
whole school.



Background Info

• Seeing that it was 
successful for one class, a 
project proposal was 
prepared so that 
Composting Made Easy can 
be introduced to the whole 
school.

• The project proposal has 
been approved by Mrs. 
Cefai before 
being submitted to the 
Sustainable School Grant 
committee. 



Background Info

BNPS successfully applied for a Sustainable 
School Grant amounting to $5,127.50 which was 
received towards the end of Term 2 of 2021.



Money used to provide:
• A big tub for safekeeping of your 

class gardening materials
• Set of shovels
• Packets of seeds
• 1 compost container with lid to 

collect food scraps 
• 3 Compost Buckets  to be buried 

in your class garden bed
• Potting mix
• Watering cans
• Gloves





How the in-ground Compost Bucket works?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1
_w95vtQTwAQxAlrSsL6Gcl5CJVflP
3X8/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_w95vtQTwAQxAlrSsL6Gcl5CJVflP3X8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_w95vtQTwAQxAlrSsL6Gcl5CJVflP3X8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_w95vtQTwAQxAlrSsL6Gcl5CJVflP3X8/view?usp=sharing


Each class garden has 
3 in-ground compost 
buckets. Always start 
with one bucket and 
fill it up before 
moving to the next 
one. 

The friendship 
garden will also have 
in-ground compost 
buckets for any 
surplus food scraps.



Eco-warriors



Worm Farm



What can we compost?

Banana peels
Apple cores
Strawberry leaves
Squashed berries or grapes
Corn cob

Oranges
Mandarins
Meat
Biscuits, cakes, chips, etc
Cooked food



Waste Segregation
BNPS is currently involved in a 
Waste Reduction Pilot 
Program. This consists of waste 
and litter audits and surveys at 
the commencement and end 
of pilot; development of a 
Waste Reduction Action Plan 
(WRAP); linking learning in the 
school to the WRAP as well as 
sharing progress within the 
school community. 



Waste Segregation
Each participating school is 
expected to complete the 
program implementation to 
the best of their ability, as well 
as the relevant data collection 
surveys, to help inform 
evaluation of the program. It is 
also expected that the school 
can act as an inspiration to 
others by the development of a 
case study to capture learnings 
and factors and success



Waste Audit

School waste audit
A waste audit calculates the 
volumes and types of waste 
a school generates. It is a 
powerful tool to identify the 
main sources of waste in a 
school in order to implement 
change. 



Waste Audit



Waste Audit



Waste Audit



Waste Audit

There were 2 bags from the locked 
bins that are not collected daily. This 
rubbish was infested with 
cockroaches and maggots therefore 
we did not sort the waste from those 
bags. 



Litter Audit
Conducting a litter 
audit is a great way to 
launch a litter reduction 
campaign at our school. 
If students find out how 
much litter is in school 
grounds, targets can be 
set and there is a 
‘baseline’ for measuring 
change.



Litter Audit



Waste Reduction Action Plan



Waste Reduction Action Plan



Waste Reduction Action Plan



Waste Reduction Action Plan

Return and Earn 
initiative of 

Mrs. Puneet Kaur



Bin Guardians



Waste Segregation



Waste Segregation



Waste Segregation



Energy Conservation
If you’re not paying the electricity 
bill, it’s easy to forgo energy-
saving efforts. But teachers and 
administrators can conscientiously 
make a few changes to create 
more energy-efficient schools. 
Plus, inviting students to help use 
power in a more environmentally-
friendly way allows them to 
conserve power at school and 
practice energy conservation at 
home. 



Energy 
Conservation



Energy Conservation

Schools have many 
opportunities to reduce their 
after-hours energy usage such 
as:  › turning off lights › turning 
off computers, printers, 
photocopiers and office 
equipment › turning off heating 
and cooling › implementing shut 
down procedures for weekends 
and school holiday periods. The 
savings from improved shut 
down and switch-off 
behaviours can result in financial 
savings of up to 20% 
of a school’s electricity costs.



Energy 
Conservation



Energy Conservation
Energy awareness campaigns Everyone in a school can contribute to energy saving, so it 
is important to raise awareness throughout the whole school and train everyone in what they 
can do. Running a campaign for students, teachers, other staff and parents can help by 
encouraging everyone in the school to play their part. Schools can do this by communicating 
key messages to the whole school community (e.g. turn the lights off when not in use, 
along with energy consumption information and comparisons) via posters, newsletters and 
the school’s website. Getting students involved and leading energy awareness campaigns can 
be a fun way to encourage student engagement in energy efficiency and enrich their studies.



Energy Conservation



Energy Conservation



Energy Conservation



Energy Conservation



Energy Conservation



Energy Conservation



Energy Conservation



Eco 
Warriors







EnviroMentors 
Workshop 

organised by 
Mrs. Rizcallah



The Educator 
magazine – BNPS 
was successful in 
becoming a 5-star 
sustainable school, 

school
name to be 
published in 

September edition 
of magazine.



Thank you!

Educating for 
Sustainability
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